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 J. MICHAEL WALLER, PH.D. 
VICE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST 

ANNENBERG PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
THE INSTITUTE OF WORLD POLITICS 

1521 16TH STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 USA 

(202) 258-5229 
waller@iwp.edu 

 
 
Summary 
 
Vice President and Chief Academic Officer of a Washington-based graduate school of 
national security and international affairs. Scholar-practitioner in aspects of 
counterinsurgency concerning political conflict, psychological operations, and information 
operations. Students are principally from the U.S. defense and intelligence community.  
 
Pioneer in area of psychological, political and information operations for insurgent, 
counterinsurgent and counterterrorism. Field experience: Successfully trained scores of U.S.-
backed insurgent commanders in political operations and aided their demobilization and 
transition into a democratic society. In private sector initiatives, successfully trained U.S.-
backed foreign military counterinsurgency forces to defeat guerrillas and terrorists through 
non-military means; and designed and implemented ideological warfare operations to 
infiltrate and disrupt adversary political front organizations and hostile foreign security and 
intelligence services. Work experience in combat areas of El Salvador, Nicaragua, Colombia, 
Afghanistan and other countries. Instructor of U.S. military, diplomatic and intelligence 
officers, and of U.S. contractors in international political action, counterpropaganda and 
information operations. Received citation in 2006 from FBI Director for “exceptional service 
in the public interest.” 
 
Present 
 
Vice President and Provost, The Institute of World Politics, 2013. Serves as Chief 
Operating Officer and Chief Academic Officer of an accredited graduate school of national 
security and international affairs in Washington, DC. 
 
Walter and Leonore Annenberg Professor of International Communication, The Institute of 
World Politics, 2000-present.  
 

Director of the only graduate studies program in the United States on the integration of 
public diplomacy and political warfare as low-cost/high-impact solutions to leverage, 
avoid or prevent lethal kinetic force, and better protect human life. 
 
Courses taught: 
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• Foreign Propaganda, Perceptions and Policy 
• Information Operations and Information Warfare 
• Political Warfare: Past, Present and Future 
• Public Diplomacy and Political Warfare 

 
Founder of the Institute of World Politics Press, the academic imprint of IWP. 

 
Founder and President, Strategic Information Services, LLC, an education, training, 
publishing and information strategy company. 
 
Faculty member, Leader Development and Education for Sustained Peace (LDESP) 
program, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. Instructor on influence 
operations for pre-deployment training of US Army officers and senior enlisted personnel. 
Trained more than 3,300 officers and NCOs for deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
Education 
 
Ph.D. in International Security Studies, Boston University, 1993. Earhart Fellow, Institute 

for the Study of Conflict, Ideology and Policy. Winner of University Professors Alumni 
Award for best dissertation. 

M.A. in International Relations and Communication, Boston University, 1989. 
B.A. in International Affairs, George Washington University, 1985. Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
Past Employment 
 

Founder and Editor, Serviam, the magazine of the stability operations industry, 2007-
2009. 
 
Vice President for Information Operations, Center for Security Policy, 2000-2011, to 
assist policymakers with understanding and utilizing informational, psychological and 
cultural factors to prevent or resolve conflicts. 
 
Founder and President, GlobalSecurityNews.com, an online news and information 
service on defense and security affairs, 1999-2001. 
 
Vice President, American Foreign Policy Council, 1994-2000. Continued Russian law 
enforcement and counter-organized crime project begun in 1992, and worked a support 
project with the Counternarcotics Police of Colombia to aid the counterinsurgency 
against the FARC; founder of Russia Reform Monitor, now in its 15th year, and author of 
its first 800 issues. 

 
Vice President, International Freedom Foundation, 1992-1994. Pioneered 
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development of a U.S. government-sponsored program to work with and influence 
Russian law enforcement and security agencies. Worked closely with U.S. Department of 
State, U.S. Information Agency, U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Secret Service, FBI and 
other federal agencies; Chicago Police Department, Illinois State Police. 
 
Co-founder and Executive Editor, Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet 
Democratization (American University and Moscow State University), 1992-2000. 
Member of editorial board, 1992-2001; 2004-present. 
 
Director of Research, American Security Council Foundation, 1990-1991. Directed 
program to work with Soviet internal opposition groups to hasten the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and provided support for a program with Ahmad Shah Massoud’s Northern 
Alliance faction against the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
 
Director of Research, Council for Inter-American Security, 1984-1990. Developed 
early political, informational and psychological programs to support U.S.-backed 
insurgency against Soviet-backed forces in Nicaragua, and to support U.S.-backed 
counterinsurgency operations in El Salvador, as part of White House Task Force on 
Central America; also worked with Massoud’s Afghan resistance forces against Soviet 
Army. 

 
Consulting 

 
Contractor/subcontractor in support of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, U.S. 
Agency for International Development; U.S. Information Agency; U.S. House of 
Representatives; U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee; U.S. Department of State; 
U.S. Marine Corps Warfighting Lab; U.S. Special Operations Command; U.S. Central 
Command; U.S. Strategic Command; US Army 4th Military Information Support Group 
(Airborne). Pioneered practical training strategies and programs for USAID and USIA in 
Latin American war zones and the Soviet and Russian federal parliaments; member 
Psychological Operations Capabilities Assessment Team, USSOCOM; developed 
training and doctrinal curriculum on security and military issues, including in the 
information operations, counterpropaganda and public diplomacy/strategic 
communication fields. 
 
Trainer, instructor, and/or lecturer at U.S. Army War College, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Marine Corps University, National Defense University, National 
Intelligence University, Naval Postgraduate School. 
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Memberships, Directorships, Fellowships and Honors 
 

• Holder of the Walter and Leonore Annenberg Endowed Chair for International 
Communication, The Institute of World Politics. 

• Faculty Member, Leadership Development and Education for Sustained Peace 
program, Naval Postgraduate School, 2008-present 

• Honorary Fellow, Proteus Futures Group, Center for Strategic Studies, U.S. Army 
War College, 2007-present. 

• Member, Association of Former Intelligence Officers. 
• Member, Speakers Bureau, U.S. Information Agency/Department of State 
• Member, USIA Alumni Association. 
• University Professors Most Distinguished Alumni Award, 2007, Boston University. 
• Official Citation from FBI Director for “exceptional service in the public interest,” 

2006. 
• U.S. Delegate, United States-Swiss Foundation, Switzerland, 2004. 
• U.S. Delegate, Hanns Seidel Foundation, Munich, Germany, 1997. 
• University Professors Alumni Award, 1992-93, Boston University.  
• Earhart Fellow, 1988-1990, Boston University. 
• John M. Olin Fellow, 1987-1988, Boston University. 
• Member, White House Task Force on Central America, 1984-1987. 
• Member, Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter, George Washington University. 
• U.S. delegate to world youth conference for United Nations International Youth 

Year, Kingston, Jamaica, 1985. 
• U.S. delegate to United Nations International Youth Year conference, San Jose, 

Costa Rica, 1983. 
 
 

Languages 
 
Fluent in Spanish.  Studied but not conversant in Russian and Portuguese. 
 
 
Travel 
 
Lived in Latin America; traveled throughout North, Central and South America, the 
Caribbean, Egypt, Europe, Afghanistan, GCC states, West Africa and the former Soviet 
Union. 
 
 
Congressional Testimony 
 

“Strategic Communication: Messaging the World with Strategic Psychological 
Effect,” testimony before the Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. House of 
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Representatives, March 4, 2010.  
 
“Public Diplomacy: A Vital Component of U.S. Aid in the Americas,” testimony 

before the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs Subcommittee, 
International Relations Committee, U.S. House of Representatives, November 5, 
2003.  

 
“Terrorist Recruitment and Infiltration in the United States: Prisons and Military 

as an Operational Base,” testimony before the Subcommittee on Terrorism, 
Technology and Homeland Security, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate, 
October 14, 2003. 

 
“Russian Missile De-Targeting and Nuclear Doctrine,” testimony before the Research 

and Development Subcommittee, Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of 
Representatives, March 13, 1997. 

 
“Latin American Revolutionaries and Their US Support Base,” testimony before the 

Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs, Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. 
House of Representatives, 1987. 

 
 
Books and Monographs 

 
Editor, Founding Political Warfare Documents of the United States (Crossbow Press, 

2009). 
Editor, Strategic Influence: Public Diplomacy, Counterpropaganda, and Political 

Warfare (Institute of World Politics Press, 2008).  
Editor, The Public Diplomacy Reader (Institute of World Politics Press, 2007). 
Author, Fighting the War of Ideas like a Real War (Institute of World Politics Press, 

2007).  
Co-author with Ilan Berman, Dismantling Tyranny: Transitioning Beyond Totalitarian 

Regimes (Rowman and Littlefield, 2006).  
Editor, Counterintelligence: Reform for a Critical National Capability (McCormick-

Tribune Foundation, 2003).  
Author, Secret Empire: The KGB In Russia Today (Westview Press, 1994).  
Author, The Third Current of Revolution: Inside the North American Front of El 

Salvador’s Guerrilla War (University Press of American, 1991).  
 
 
Book Chapters 
 

“Winning Hearts and Minds” and “Counteract the Reemergence of Totalitarianism in 
Latin America,” (co-authored) in Frank Gaffney, War Footing (Naval Institute Press, 
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2005). 
“Prisons as Terrorist Breeding Grounds,” in James Forest, ed., The Making of a 

Terrorist, Vol. 1 of 3 (Praeger, 2005). Project of the Combating Terrorism Center, US 
Military Academy at West Point. 

“Police, Secret Police, and Civil Authority,” in Jeffrey Sachs, ed., The Rule of Law and 
Economic Reform in Russia (Harvard University, John M. Olin Series, Davis 
Russian Research Center, 1997). 

“DGI and KGB Political Operations in the United States,” in Brian Crozier, The KGB 
Lawsuits (London: Claridge Press, 1995). 

“Commonwealth of Chekists: The Former KGB Is Alive and Well in Post-Soviet 
Society,” in John Blaney, ed., The Successor States to the USSR (Congressional 
Quarterly, 1995). 

“Civil Authority and the Security Organs,” in Uri Ra’anan, et al., eds., Russian 
Pluralism: Now Irreversible? (St. Martin’s Press, 1992). 

 
 
Selected Academic and Policy Articles 
 

• “Getting Serious About Strategic Influence,” Journal of International Security 
Affairs, Fall 2009.  

• “Partnership Against Heroin: Contractors Help U.S. Combat Narcoterrorists in 
Afghanistan,” Serviam, March-April 2008. 

• “Cultural Battlespace: Muslim Rockers Resist Extremism,” Serviam, January-
February 2008. 

• “The American Way of Public Diplomacy: Lessons from the Founding Fathers,” The 
Internationalist, Summer 2006.  

• “Larry, Curly and Osama: Ridiculing Terrorists as a Weapon of War,” Los Angeles 
Times, 21 May 2006. 

• “Information a Vital Weapon,” USA Today, 7 December 2005. 
• “Making Jihad Work for America,” Journal of International Security Affairs, March 

2006. 
• “What to Do About Venezuela,” Center for Security Policy white paper, April 2005. 
• “The Legacy of the Soviet Secret Police in the Russian Federation,” 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, Summer 2004.  
• “The Legacy of the Sandinista Secret Police in Present-day Nicaragua,” 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, Summer 2004.  
• “A Resounding Voice in Traditional Islam: Sheik Muhammad Hisham Kabbani,” 

Insight, October 1-14, 2002. 
• “The Future of Intelligence in Russia,” Intelligence and National Security (UK), 

Spring 2000. 
• “Portrait of Putin’s Past,” Perspective, Vol. X, No. 3, January-February 2000. 
• “Deception and Denial by Non-State Actors: The Case of Russian Organized Crime,” 

paper published by National Strategy Information Center, September 1999. 
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• “Primakov’s Imperial Line,” Perspective, January-February 1997. 
• “‘Delay, Postpone, Obfuscate, Derail’: Case Study of U.S. Government Response to 

Criticism of Assistance Programs to Russia,” Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-
Soviet Democratization, Vol. 5, No. 1, Winter 1997. 

• “Is Primakov the Kremlin’s Answer?” Wall Street Journal Europe, 22 January 1996. 
• “Return of the Old Soviet Guard,” Washington Times, 19 January 1996.  
• “Russia’s Great Criminal Revolution,” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 

December 1995. With Victor Yasmann. 
• “The KGB Legacy in Russia,” Problems of Post-Communism, November-December 

1995. 
• “Who Is Making Russian Foreign Policy?” Perspective, January-February 1995. 
• “Russia’s Biggest ‘Mafia’ Is the KGB,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 22 June 1994. 
• “Trials of a New Russian Dissident,” Wall Street Journal, 4 February 1994. 
• “Soviet Redux: Secret Weapons and Poisoned Justice,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 2 

February 1994.  
• “Yeltsin’s Debt to the Old KGB,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 21 October 1993. 
• “KGB Lingers Unreformed,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 2 August 1993. 
• “Russia’s Security and Intelligence Services Today,” American Bar Association 

National Security Law Report, Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1993. 
• “The KGB Is Back In Business,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 30 October 1992. 
• “The KGB Isn’t Dead Yet,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 28 January 1992. 
• “New KGB Spymaster, Same Nasty Tricks,” Wall Street Journal Europe, 10 October 

1991. 
• “KGB: The Perils of Arbitrary Power,” Perspective, September 1991. 

 
Media Appearances 
 

Authored more than 200 policy-related articles, journalistic articles, reviews and op-eds 
since 1983, including in Reader’s Digest, the Los Angeles Times, the New York Post, the 
Washington Times, Insight magazine (former senior staff writer), USA Today and the 
Wall Street Journal; ghost wrote articles for New York Times and other newspapers. 
 
Guest commentator on ABC, Alhurrah Middle East News Network, BBC radio and TV, 
BBC World Service in Spanish, CBC, CNN, CNN International, CNN en Español, CBS, 
C-SPAN, Fox News, MSNBC, NBC, NPR, PBS, Voice of America, and other channels. 
Hosted 16 episodes of MSNBC’s “War Room” program after 9/11. Narrated the Clinton-
Yeltsin Helsinki summit for CNN in Spanish. Hosted 12 episodes of “Russia Today,” an 
award-winning cable TV program.  

 
Selected Speeches and Lectures 
 

“Russia Is Becoming Our Enemy Again,” debate panelist with former Wall Street 
Journal Moscow correspondent Claudia Rosett and current Wall Street Journal 
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editorial board member Bret Stephens, versus Robert Legvold of Columbia 
University, Mark Medish of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and 
Nina Khrushcheva; moderated by Edward Lucas of The Economist; sponsored by 
Intelligence Squared and the Rosenkranz Foundation at the Asia Society and 
Museum, New York City, October 30, 2007; broadcast and moderated by Corey 
Flintoff on National Public Radio and PBS. 

 
“U.S. Foreign Policy: A View from Inside the Beltway,” American Swiss Foundation 

Young Leaders Reunion, Swiss Re Centre for Global Dialogue, Rüschlikon, 
Switzerland, October 24, 2005. Panel discussion with Doug Bandow of the Cato 
Institute and Martin Meyer, Culture Editor, Neue Zürcher Zeitung. 

 
“Strategic Communication: The Abused and Neglected Tool in the War Against 

Terrorists,” Pearl Harbor Day Dinner speech, Institute of World Politics, December 
10, 2003. 

 
“Open-Source Options in Counterintelligence for Counterterrorism,” McCormick 

Tribune Foundation, Cantigny Conference Center, Illinois, October 3, 2003. 
 
“Islamist Penetration of U.S. Political Institutions,” lecture to the United States 

Business and Industry Council, 14 July 2003. 
 
“Diplomatic Strategies to Combat Terrorism: An American View,” lecture at the 

George Marshall Center for European Security Studies, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Bavaria, Germany, May 8, 2003. 

 
“Soviet Roots of Today’s Terrorism,” Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, 

Washington, 8 August 2002. 
 
“Internal Security and Counterintelligence,” William J. Casey Conference on 

Counterintelligence, Institute of World Politics, 6 August 2002. 
 
“Globalization, Prospects for Peace, Prosperity and World Order,” McCormick 

Tribune Foundation, Cantigny Conference Center, Illinois, May 8-10, 2002. 
 
“What Happened to the Soviet Terror Networks?” Hanns-Seidel Foundation, Wildbad 

Kreuth, Germany, May 2001. 
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